On occasion, a fish is too heavy for an eagle and a struggle ensues in the water.
An eagle can use its wings as paddles enabling it to "row" ashore. This w,as seen near nest 2. A seal chased a sahnon to the surface and lost it when an eagle from nest 2 flew down and grasped the fish with its talons. The eagle rowed ashore with the salmon trailing behind, fast in its talons. The seal followed behind, but left before it could witness the loss of the fish to another intruding eagle.
Thanks Mammalian prey were easily identified, however, from teeth, which were common in the pellets. Enamel patterns on the occlusal surfaces of microtine teeth are species-specific (Bee and Hall 1956) and identification of microtine species from teeth is routine. Error, which might be introduced by recording either one or two items after finding complementary jaw halves in two pellets, was reduced because of size differences between individual prey. Pellets that contained avian remains were easily recognizable from the feathers found within.
Although these feathers did not survive digestion well enough to distinguish species (except in the case of white ptarmigan feathers) they could be used to indicate the relative size of the prey. Because of this loss of feather integrity, the total number of birds identified from pellets may be less than the actual number of individual bird remains contained in the pellets. The number of each microtine in the sample probably represents the relative abundance of these animals within the hunting territories of the hawks, rather than specific dietary preferences. The greater number of birds identified in 1972 may suggest generally low numbers of microtines on the peninsula during that summer.
Most remains of small birds were of fledglings; however, all but one ptarmigan were adults. A 3-4-day-old passerine nestling was found in one nest. Because very young birds have incompletely ossified bones and because they do not yet have contour feathers, their remains could easily be missed in a food habits study. This age class of birds, therefore, may also contribute significantly to the Rough-legged Hawk' s summer diet and the total avian contribution to this diet may be even larger than reported.
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